
Potential amendments to The Municipalities Act
Ministry of Government Relations

SARM Midterm Convention 2024



2

Amending the three Municipal Acts

Aiming to introduce amendments 
in Fall 2025

The Cities Act
The Municipalities Act
The Northern 
Municipalities Act, 2010
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2024 2025
spring summer fall winter spring fall

Saskatchewan.ca

• Issue papers

• Surveys

• Report with results

Public Engagement

Ministry analysis
• Review stakeholder 

submissions

• Further research

• Internal consultation

• Invite proposals for 
amendments from 
stakeholders

• Meetings with 
officials

Stakeholder consultation

Proposals

• Proposals for 
government 
consideration

• Draft amendments

• Discuss draft 
proposals with 
stakeholders

• potential wording 
shared with 
stakeholders

• request letters of 
support
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Approvals
multiple consultation opportunities

prov/muni 
elections
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Today’s Topics for Discussion

Mandatory Council Training

Inspection of Municipal Documents

Vacant & Derelict Properties
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Mandatory Council Training
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Mandatory Council Training

• Many council members take office 
with no previous governance 
experience or training

• Council training needs to be: 
• Accessible
• Accessed
• Accurate
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What do you think?

Go to Menti.com

Enter 8635 5920
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What do you think?
Mentimeter
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Inspection of Municipal Documents



13

Municipal Documents

• Principle of transparency
• Allow public to access important documents
• Current standards are pre-internet

• Direct requests to office to view records
• “Reasonable fees” for making copies
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Municipal Documents

What are we reviewing? 
• Types of documents

• Method of access

• Ease of access

The right kinds of documents?

Should we raise minimum standards?

Is access in reach for everyone?
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What do you think?

Go to Menti.com

Enter 8635 5920
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What do you think?
Mentimeter
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Vacant & Derelict Properties
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Vacant & Derelict Properties

Vacant properties Derelict buildings
• Could be developed for other 

uses
• Unsightly

• Not maintained
• Safety hazards
• Possible infestations of 

rodents, weeds

Existing tools Maintenance standards bylaw
Tax incentives to develop

Nuisance bylaw - order to remedy
Building official orders

Potential tools Taxes/fees to discourage vacancy
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What do you think?

Go to Menti.com

Enter 8635 5920
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What do you think?
Mentimeter
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Public surveys on Saskatchewan.ca

Accommodation 
Tax

Incorporation 
Criteria Council Conduct

Inspection of 
Municipal 

Documents

Harassment 
Complaints

Intermunicipal 
Cooperation

Mandatory 
Council Training

Municipal 
Districts

Municipal Office 
Standards

Northern District 
Administration

Public Notice in 
Newspapers

Subclass 
Authority

Vacant Land and 
Buildings
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