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Water Security Agency

A Created October 1, 2012 to support the Saskatchewan Plan for
Growth by protecting and managing the water supply.

A Leads implementation of the 25 Year Saskatchewan Water
Security Plan.

A Outcomes:
O Bring toget hecoregaer manapememt 0 S
responsibilities and technical expertise.
0 Ensure a comprehensive and integrated approach.
o Simplify water-related regulatory processes and establish a
one window approach.

A Five Regional Offices in Nipawin, North Battleford, Yorkton,
Weyburn and Swift Current - about 40 staff.




What Is Drainage?

A Drainage is any action taken, or intended, for
the removal or lessening of the amount of
water from land.

A Itincludes the deepening, straightening,
widening or diversion of the course of a
stream, creek or watercourse, as well as the
construction of dykes.




Historic Approach

A 1950s-1980s: Provincial government
actively promoted drainage through
creation of Conservation and
Development Areas Authorities.

A Since 1981, all new works required an
approval but compliance rates are

very low (<5%). 150,000 unapproved
drains.

A Historic approach to compliance has
focused on demonstrating first party
damages and resolving neighbour to

neighbour conflicts (Complaint
Process).




Agriculture Water Management
Strategy

The New Approach

A The Agriculture Water Management Strategy will move
Saskatchewan toward responsible drainage by
streamlining the regulatory system, effectively
addressing the risks in the approval process, and
enabling development of sustainable drainage projects
with more long-term certainty.

The Strategy seeks to balance the impacts with the
benefits of drainage.

The aim is not to close or shut down drainage, but
permit it to continue in a more responsible fashion.




Why a New Approach?

A Drainage is a key part of settling Saskatchewan. It has
made land available for communities, roads, crops
and resource development.

A However, poorly designed projects have negative
impacts, including:
o downstream flooding on a local or basin scale and
Infrastructure damage;
o degraded water quality from erosion and
Increased nutrients; and,
0 negative impacts on wildlife habitat.

Many of these problems can be avoided or mitigated.

The new approach is about approvals and networks.




New Approach T Approvals

A All existing and new drainage works require a
approval. The pre-1981 exemption has been
removed.

A All drainage projects require drainage
approvals that:

0 Consider risks depending on the size of
the project and its location.

o Mitigate impacts including structures to
control the release of water.

o0 Fairness.




New Approach T Approvals

A Drainage applications shall consider:
o The current and future impact, including
predicted future cumulative impact, of the
drainage works on:

o)

o
0
0

the property of others;

hydrology or water quality;

fish or wildlife habitat; and,

any other factor the corporation considers
relevant.

A Can impose various length of terms of a drainage
approval based on risk.

A May include as a provision in a drainage approval
any conditions considered appropriate, including a
requirement for measures to reduce the impacts.

A Change the requirements of land control.



Mitigation and Risk Assessment

Risk T is potential for flooding,
water quality and habitat impacts

To assess this risk, 2 elements
are considered:
o Where the project takes place
(i.e. watershed)
o Size/Permanence of the
iIndividual project

As a result, risk of impact is
project specific
o Low risk and impact can be
largely self reporting
o Larger impacts in higher risk
or more vulnerable basins will
have more scrutiny.
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New Approach i Networks

A Networks

o Landowners work together to
operate coordinated drainage
projects that flow to an
adequate outlet

o Submit a joint application for all
projects

AfiQualified Persons?o

o Hired by landowners to act as
liaison and assist in preparing
the application

A Success i Dry Lake Project

o 73 landowners, 113 Quarter
Sections, an 18,000 acre
drainage network



