STEWARDSHIP in ACTION
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The purpose of SARA is to:

e prevent species from -
becoming extinct or extirpated

Species at Risk Act
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Recovery Strategy

-provides background
- information on species

-sets out population and
distribution objectives

ies threats to the

pecies and its habitat, and
‘ways to ac dress them.
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What is an Action Plan?
An Action Plan lists the projects or activities needed for the
Recovery Strategy to be successful and must include:
* Identification of critical habitat and examples o S
L'm.of actlvmes that are likely to destroy it.
" o L - Action Plan for Multiple Species at Risk in
Southwestern Saskatchewan: South of the

sosed measures for Divide
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Critical Habitat is the habitat necessary for the survival and
recovery of a extirpated, endangered or threatened species
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S'I'I-.\;’:\ RDSHIP in ACTION

- SARA seeks to protect Critical Habitat
on federal lands by law within 6 months
after it is identified in a finalized RS-or AP

s SARA seeks to protect Critical Habitat h'fl. %
.. On-pro mc1a|and private lands through -Q

it [awWBlemd /or stewardship
s Dy L agreementS) —
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government and other governments,
organizations or |nd|Y|duaIs intended to 'pe“cies
‘ng th reats

R i



J—

Th e South of the Divide Project will develop and implement a
. SARA-compliant Action Plan.

SoD differs from most other SAR Action Plans:

=% o collaborative process involving many federal and provincial departments
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2« involvement of stakeholders from the onset
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e Much of the grassland habitat remains intact
e There are at least 21 species at risk in this region
e The Canada-SK Species at Risk Steering Committee recognized the
importance of SoD and tasked its government members with the
< development of an ecosystem-based, multi-species recovery plan.
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THE SOUTH OF THE DIVIDE STEERING COMMITTEE
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Why an ecosystem-based approach?

The Ecosystem Approach

Economic Social well-
Prosperity Equitable being
sharing

Abiotic Components:
Land, Air, Water and
Sunlight

< LN

es,thatlincorporate S nd-economic
aready for all species combined, is a

Jecessful way to achieve stgcess




To conserve species at risk and their supporting habitat in the
Milk River Watershed of south-western Saskatchewan,

a region referred to as the "South of the Divide®, by using
cost-effective measures and by

collaborating with local communities
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'irﬁ Species at risk in the South of the Divide area are stable or

:Jj increasing, and the amount and condition of native habitat is
stable or improving through the implementation of cost-
%g‘é‘* effective conservation measures and the development of
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The Milk River Watershed in southwestern Saskatchewan contains large tracts of native prairie that have been
maintained through careful stewardship. This landscape will continue to require our stewardship in the future
e : if species at risk are to survive and recover. Today, there are 23 at risk species in the area. The South of the
Prairic Loggerhcad Shrike - TH Divide Multi-species at Risk Action Plan will initially focus on the recovery of 13 of these species.
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Black-tailed Prairie Dog - SC Long-billed Curlew - SC

Government
of
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McCown’s Longspur - SC

LEGEND

EX: Extirpated (no longer found
in Canada in the wild)

EN: Endangered

TH: Threatened

: Special Concern
Northern Leopard Frog - SC
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Relative threats when critical habitat for all 9 SoD SAR are overlaid
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Consultations &
Implementation of the AP

AP Completion, internal reviews

AP writing, review, consultation
Stakeholder committee
CH identification

Socio-economic work

A

Information gathering
Field work
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Stakeholder Advisory Committee

e Ensure stakeholder interests are understood and considered

* Provide advice and-recommendatlons to inform the development of
the action glan . T




‘Read.todmplementatior - :
Waorkshop

* Help to guide the transition towards implementation by exploring
other community based, multi-stakeholder initiatives and providing
input on the development of a draft governance model for an SoD

Implementétion Agency e

outh@efithe Divide
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Implementation

e Since 2013,— government and stakeholders have worked
together to transition from action planning to
Implementation

« Deliver collaborative approaches for managing species
at risk — effective land management
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Implementation cont’d &Y
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 Rely on a combination of regulatory and results-
based stewardship approaches

— Specifies through stewardship agreements to attain
effective protection of Critical Habitat

— Outcome-based and non-prescriptive

— Using clear environmental targets, protection
commitments and monitoring expectations
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Implementation cont’d

 The goal is to conserve species at risk and their
supporting habitat

— Using cost-effective conservation measures
— Collaborating with land managers and stakeholders

Government
of

g Saskatchewan




Implementation - CH Protection
Assessment

« Oncethe AP is finalized on the SARA Registry, the
next key step for EC, from a legal perspective, will be
to assess and report on whether CH is protected

« EC has been working with federal and provincial
partners to assess whether candidate CH is
protected from being destroyed (i.e., a reduction in
functionality of the habitat for the species).

 This activity is separate from the writing of the AP
and will continue after the completion of the AP

« The CH protection assessment will support federal
obligations under SARA

Government




CH Protection on Provincial
or Private Land

 Progress reports on unprotected portions of critical
habitat

e 63. If In the opinion of the Minister any portion of the
critical habitat of a listed wildlife species remains
unprotected 180 days after the recovery strategy or
action plan that identified the critical habitat was included
In the public registry, the Minister must include in that
registry a report on the steps taken to protect the critical
habitat. The Minister must continue to report with respect
to every subsequent period of 180 days until the portion
IS protected or is no longer identified as critical habitat.

Government




CH Protection on Provincial e
or Private Land

* Federal Minister’s obligation to make recommendation to protect CH

* (4) The Minister must make a recommendation if he or she is of the
opinion, after consultation with the appropriate provincial or territorial
minister, that

* (a) there are no provisions in, or other measures under, this or any
other Act of Parliament that protect the particular portion of the
critical habitat, including agreements under section 11; and

* (b) the laws of the province or territory do not effectively protect the
critical habitat.
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