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Broadband Enhancements 
Community Participation model turns a negative 

business case into a positive business case

Local champion is key to success 

Cost sharing for improved services 

Internet

Cellular 

MaxTV

Fusion 

RMs are encouraged to contact SaskTel 



Connect to Innovate
$500 million available until 2021

Municipalities are eligible to apply by April 20, 2017 

Please consult the application toolkit and eligibility 

map

Eligible projects include: 

New backbone

Backbone upgrades

Network resiliency

New last-mile

Partially served last-mile 



Municipal Asset Management Program 

Program announced February 2, 2017

FCM received $50 million

Four components to the program: 

1. Broadening adoption & reliance on asset 

management 

2. Training and workshops 

3. Funding to assist with planning and 

management

4. Knowledge sharing 



Road Maintenance Agreements
Viterra Vs. RM of Wolseley court case

Costs must be substantiated and defensible

RMA’s are at risk of being appealed

Redesign needs to reflect the implications of the 

Viterra decision 



RMA Rate Option 1 – Road Damage

 For actual verified road damage – replaces 

incremental damage

Mandatory inspections pre and post 

No maximum or minimum RMA rate set by 

government

Uses RM transportation services amortization costs 

 Truck vehicle KMs from annual traffic counts

Revenue = Per tonne km rate x distance x tonnes x 

frequency

Per tonne rate to be set in regulations 



RMA Rate Option 1 – Loss of Road Life
 RMA loss of life compensation rate per tonne-KM is 

based on:

RMs’ actual Transportation Services amortization 

costs

MHI’s RMs’ truck vehicle-KMs from annual traffic 

counts 

 It will have regional rates based on the Area 

Transportation Planning Committee regions

 Loss of Road Life Revenue = regional per tonne-KM rate 

x distance hauled x tonnes per haul x frequency of 

hauls

 Regional rates per tonne-KM will be set in regulation

Winter rates will continue to be 50% of summer rates



RMA Rate Option 1 – Pros & Cons 

Pros 

 Full cost of repairs covered

Addresses issues in court 

case

Defensible 

Cons

More complex

Administrative burden

May only receive loss of 

road life if no damage 



RMA Rate Option 2 – Single Combined Rate 

 Single rate set by government 

 Results in a tonne-KM rate for road maintenance, 

restoration and loss of road life. 

 Based on RMs total transportation services costs and 

truck vehicle KM based on traffic counts 

Winter rates 50 percent of summer rates

No requirement for inspections

No reimbursement of actual road repair costs



RMA Rate Option 2 – Pros & Cons

PROS 

 Simpler administration

 Addresses issues of Viterra

case

Greater revenue than 

option 1 if no road repairs 

are required 

 Empirical process 

CONS

 Not the full cost of road 

repair

 Rate may not cover the 

costs on an individual haul 

basis



PIPP
Public-Industry Partnership Program

Seeking shovel ready projects > $5 million

Next Steps

Potential pilot projects

Pursuing funding through MHI and PTIC



Got Gravel
Got Gravel Sub-Committee

SARM Community Planning Department

Exploration partnerships 



Rail Safety Improvement Program

RSIP provides funding for:

Safety improvements to existing rail lines

Closure of grade crossings

Initiatives to raise awareness about rail safety issues

RSIP has two components:

Infrastructure, Technology & Research Component

Public Education and Awareness Component

More info on Transport Canada’s website
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Municipalities for Climate Innovation 

Program (FCM)

More info at www.fcm.ca

http://www.fcm.ca/
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Ben Chursinoff, Senior Policy Analyst

Libbey Morin, Policy Analyst



Next Agriculture Policy Framework

Growing Forward II ends 

March 31, 2018

SARM comments on:

Farm Ranch Water 

Infrastructure Program

Agri-Stability 

Agri-Invest 

Drainage 

Priority Areas will be:

Markets and trade

Science, research and 

innovation

Risk management 

Environmental sustainability 

and climate change

Value added ag and 

processing 

Public trust 



Crown Land Auctions

80 parcels of land for sale on the auction block 

on Ritchie Bros. Auctioneer’s website 

Ritchie Bros. was selected through a formal RFP 

process 

Bidding started March 1, 2017 

Closing dates are staggered between March 13 

and 17, 2017

SARM raised concerns over the lack of 

advertising and consultation 



Carbon Tax
SARM action to date:

Support Government of Saskatchewan

Media releases

Input to Members of Parliament 

Joint letter to Prime Minister & Minister of 

Environment 

Negative economic outcomes to agriculture 

sector & Saskatchewan economy 
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K-12 Education Governance Review

Consultations closed January 26, 2017

SARM appeared before Advisory Panel and 

submitted letter to Minister Morgan

Consensus support for elected school boards

Announcement will be made March 22, 2017



Regional Health Authorities Amalgamation

12 RHAs will be consolidated to single Provincial 

Health Authority

Expected to occur in Fall 2017

SARM advocating to ensure rural health care is 

not compromised in the amalgamation



Fire Suppression & Vehicle Extrication 

Rates

Hourly rates, effective January 1, 2017:

Productive Call - $897

Non-productive Call - $539



Enforcement Officers Training

Community Safety Officer Induction Training

May 1 – June 9

SaskPolytech, Regina Campus

$3,900 - $4,700

Level 1 Investigator Training Course

May 29 – June 2

SaskPolytech, Prince Albert Campus

$1,281.99



Legalization of Marijuana
Task Force Recommendations

Zoning bylaws 

Building code

Enforcement

Impairment



Resolutions



Resolutions



Policy Communications
Weekly and Monthly Policy Bulletin

Contact Ashley Leugner, Communications 

and Marketing Coordinator, at 

aleugner@sarm.ca

Surveys – we value your feedback!

mailto:aleugner@sarm.ca


Advocacy Efforts
2016 Provincial Advocacy Efforts

2016 Federal Advocacy Efforts

Advocacy Days in Ottawa

Committee Appearances



SARM WINS Report



SARM WINS Report



SARM WINS Report

What is a WIN for your association?

Any amendment that is legislative or 

regulatory, program changes and /or 

milestones that advance the objectives 

of SARM and the interests of RMs.



SARM WINS Report

• Advocacy
• Agriculture

• Municipal 

Governance

• Infrastructure & 

Development

• Environment

• Insurance Department

• Bridge Services



SARM WINS Report

60+ Wins in 

2016!



SARM WINS Report
Provincial Rat Eradication Program (PREP)

 Issue: Rats eradication is the objective of PREP and sustained 
funding is needed to meet that goal. 

 Result: PREP has secured funding of $1.4 million in the 2016-17 
provincial budget.

Invasive Plant Control Program (IPCP)

 Issue: The cost of herbicides to control Prohibited and certain 
noxious weeds is exuberant and funding is needed to meet that 
goal.

 Result: $800,000 of funding was secured in the 2016-17 provincial 
budget to provide financial assistance to RMs, First Nations 
Bands, producers and other stakeholders with costs incurred to 
undertake and coordinate the control of specific weeds that are 
persistent and problematic invasive plants. 



SARM WINS Report

Community Safety Officers (CSO)

 Issue: Fine revenue from CSOs should go to the 

municipality they are working for. It was unclear that the 

Government would allow that. 

 Result: Municipalities retain 75% of revenues from tickets 

written by CSOs. 

Physician Recruitment

 Issue: Attracting, recruiting and keeping doctors in rural 

Saskatchewan is a longstanding and complex issue. 

 Result: Rural Saskatchewan will benefit from Budget 

2016-17’s increased funding commitment for rural 

physician recruitment. 



SARM WINS Report
Municipal Revenue Sharing

 Issue: Municipal revenue sharing is a consistent, predictable and 
valuable funding mechanism for municipalities. 

 Result: Municipal revenue sharing was maintained and did not see 

any cuts in 2016.

Provincial/Municipal Ombudsman

 Issue: After the conflict of interest issues in the RM of Sherwood, 
Justice Ronald Barclay recommended that the Provincial 
Ombudsman have jurisdiction of municipalities to oversee conflict 

of interest and ethics cases. 

 Result: SARM and SUMA successfully reduced the cost services of 

the Provincial Ombudsman to take on municipal files. Funding will 
be allocated from municipal revenue sharing but it is not a 

significant portion to cause concern. 



SARM WINS Report
Annexation/Boundary Alterations 

 Issue: Annexation disputes presented before the Saskatchewan 
Municipal Board did not have consistent guidelines to help guide 

their decisions during disputes.  

 Result: Boundary alterations guidelines developed by SARM, SUMA, 

and the Ministry of Government Relations are being used by the 

Saskatchewan Municipal Board in annexation disputes.  

Rural Municipal Administrator Internship Program (MAIP)

 Issue: Uptake of the Rural MAIP program has increased 
dramatically.

 Result: SARM recognized a need to allocate more funding to the 
Rural MAIP program in 2016-17 to allow more internships to take 

place an agreed to revisit more funding in future years if the 

program continues to be in high demand. 



SARM WINS Report

Asset Management

 Issue: The Gas Tax Fund agreement between SK and Can. 

requires municipalities demonstrate progress towards asset 

management planning and implementation by March 31, 2018. 

 Result: The Federal Budget 2016 allocated $50 million to the FCM 

to assist municipalities with asset management. The program 

reflects SARMs Asset Management Program  proposal to the 

Federal Government and FCM.

Emergency Flood Damage Reduction Program (EFDRP)

 Issue: Flooding damages agricultural land and municipal 

infrastructure and is cost intensive.

 Result: The EFDRP was granted for 2016. The program provides 

cost-sharing assistance for flood protection measures.  



Questions?


