Saskatchewan Association
of Rural Municipalities

SARM Policy Update

2017 June Division Meetings




SARM Policy Department

» Shelley Kilbride, Director of Policy & Research

» Kelsay Reimer, Acting Director of Policy & Research
®» Ben Chursinoff, Senior Policy Analyst

® | ibbey Morin, Policy Analyst

SARM

Saskatchewan Association
of Rural Municipalities




Agenda

Resolutions
~uture Resolution Policy
Provincial Lobby

~ederal Lobby

» SARM Wins Document
= RM Policy Manuadl

=» MH| Aggregate Survey
= NEB Landowners Guide
» Rural Crime Watch

SARM

Saskatchewan Association
of Rural Municipalities



esolutions

“
T
Saskatchewan Association

of Rural Municipalities

MEMBERS LOGIN

Use your email address & password to login:

Forgot your password?

Help

QUICKLINKS

SARM Update

Resolutions

Member Engagement in Advocacy
SARM Councillor Handbook

Contact Twitter Members Search All

e

ABOUT ADVOCACY SERVICES PROGRAMS EVENTS RESOURCES

COMMITTEES
Home » Advocacy » Res  MEDIA RELEASES

MEMBER ENGAGEMENT IN
ADVOCACY

Reso I uti POLICY BULLETIN
RESOLUTIONS

SUBMISSION S

SARM takes its direc 1 resolutions voted on and carried by our members at

. WHAT'S TRENDING
our Annual and Midte

You can view active (five years prior to this year or less) resolutions by department, by the year and

convention they were passed, or by the resolution number.

Guide for Writing Resolutions (PDF)

SARM Resolution Submission Form (PDF)

2017 Annual Convention Resclutions

SEARCH

Rv Vaar Calart Vaar & Mirdtarm- LAEY &



Resolutions

Resolution Responses

More responses have come in from Ministers regarding resolutions passed at
the 2016 Midterm Convention.

Minister of Highways and Infrastructure Dave Marit:

» 23-16M Bridge Funding

» 24-16M Destruction of Grass along Roadsides

» 25-16M Short Line Rail Crossings

» 26-16M Widening Crossbucks

» 27-16M Weed Concerns

« 28-16M Road Closure by Department of National Defence

Minister of Justice Gord Wyant:

« 29-16M Property Rights and Trespassing

o
Federal Minister of Transport Marc Garneau: SA RM
Ty

Saskatchewan Association

» 26-16M Widening Crossbucks of Rural Municipalities




Future Resolution Policy

® History of Resolutions
» SARM’s Expanding Role
» Current Concerns

» Jpdates
» Suggestions to SARM Bear Pit
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Advocacy Efforts SARM

» Provincial Advocacy Efforts
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SARM WINS Report
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'SARM WINS

AGRICULTURE

Provincial Rat

Eradication Program (PREP)

ISSUE 1 Rats eradication is the objective of PREP,
and sustained funding is needed to meet that goal.

RESULT: PREP has secured funding of $1.4 million
in the 2016-17 provincial budget.

ISSUE 2: Communicating the value of PREP to en-
courage all RMs in the province to participate.
RESULT: PREP Board has been working with RM
councils, and 2015-16 saw the highest participation
rate yet.

ISSUE 3: Reducing the rat infestation rate across the
province.

RESULT: Communication and consistency in shared
knowledge has proven a key component in the ef-
fectiveness of this program. Rates of infestation are
recorded at an all-time low.
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Beaver Control Program (BCP)

ISSUE! Problem beavers cause infrastructure dam-
age and flooding issues to agricultural land and other
infrastructure.

RESULT: The BCP has secured funding of $500,000
in the 2018-17 provincial budget for RMs to remove
problem beavers.

Beaver Control - Resolution 13-12M
ISSUE:! The resolution requested that SARM work
with the province to find a way to control the beaver
population and that young trappers be given the op-
portunity to participate.

RESULT: The Beaver Control Program is adminis-
tered by SARM and allows RMs and First Nations
Bands to designate individuals authonzed to remove
beavers.

SARM 2016 WINS REPORT
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Beaver Management in Provincial
Parks (BEMPP)

ISSUE: Problem beavers cause many issues on
watersheds within provincial parks and agricultural
lands adjacent to park land.

RESULT: Funding for the BMPP is jointly provid-
ed by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of
Parks, Culture and Sport up to a combined maximum
of $66,000 to be distributed to participating RMs for
problem beaver removal in five designated provincial
parks.

Invasive Plant Control Program
(IPCP)

ISSUE 1. Early Detection and Rapid Response
(EDRR) is the first line of defense to identify, assess
and respond to invasive plant species. The cost of
herbicides to control prohibited and certain noxious
weeds is exuberant, and funding is needed to meet
that goal.

RESULT: The IPCP has secured funding of $800,000
in the 2018-17 provincial budget to provide financial
assistance to RMs, First Nations Bands, producers
and other stakeholders with costs incurred to under-
take and coordinate the control of specific weeds that
are persistent and problematic invasive plants.

ISSUE 2! All weeds designated as Prohibited Weeds
under The Weed Control Act, as well as the four nox-
ious weeds identified by the Ministry of Agriculture in
the first years of the program, did not represent the
scope of the problem throughout the province.

RESULT: In 2015-18, an additional eight noxious
weed species were added to the previous eligible
noxious weeds.

Country of Origin Labelling (COOL)

ISSUE: COOL was a US requirement that required
retailers to provide country of origin labelling for fresh
meat products. SARM, along with other stakeholders
including the Government of Canada, have long lob-
bied against this requirement. COOL was estimated
to cost Canadian producers and the Canadian econ-
omy about $3 billion annually. The World Trade Or-
ganization ruled against the law as it was discrimina-
tory and provided no benefits.

RESULT: COOL was repealed in December 2015.

SARM 2016 WINS REPORT

Grain Bag Recycling -
Resolution POP 7-09A, 22-11A, 19-
12A, 8-15A, 37-16A

ISSUE! Grain bags are a3 massive plastic storage
device available for producers to store their grain
products. They are a more affordable option and are
increasing in use. The downside is that landfills do
not accept them and there is currently no recycling
opticns or incentives in place. The result is that many
producers leave the grain bags outin fields and ditch-
s or bumn them. SARM members have passed res-
olutions requesting a recycling program, and SARM
has lobbied for this over the years.

RESULT: The Agricultural Packaging Product Waste
Stewardship Regulations came into effect on July 28,
2018. The regulations require stewards to create a
stewardship plan for grain bag recycling. Currently.
there is no deposit system.

WIN: SARM has lobbied
for years on behalf of its
members for a grain bag
recycling program.

On July 28, 2016 The

Agricultural Packaging
Product Waste Stewardship
Regulations came into effect,
requiring stewards to create
a stewardship plan for grain
bag recycling in the province.

Saskatchewan Farm Security Act

ISSUE! Questions and concerns over pension funds
and other large institutions purchasing Saskatche-
wan farmland came into guestion recently. The Gov-
ermment of Saskatchewan held an online consulta-
tion over the summer of 2015 to gather information
from stakeholders and the public on large institutions



SARM WINS Report

»\What is a WIN for your associatione

Any amendment that is legislative or
regulatory, program changes and /or
milestones that advance the objectives
of SARM and the interests of RMs.
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SARM WINS Report
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SARM WINS Report

([ ] o WIN WIN
+ On behalf of Uptake of SARM’s
members, SARM Rural Municipal
lobbied the Administrator
Government of WIN Internship Program WIN
Saskatchewan to Municipal (MAIP) spiked in
remove the Health L;"'C'Pa ; 2015-16, resulting Fine revenue from
Care Capital Levy, gnmgg:'r';e';“e in the completion Community Safety
requiring the e ar? 2 of 12 internships Officers (CSOs)
province to fund educat?on - in a single year; should go to the
o 100 per cent of d whereas, a total of municipality they
all costs associated effectively carry 13 had been are working for.
with capital health out their duties. completed in the It was unclear
projects. The Saskatchewan three previous whether the
In2011. the Association of years combined. Government of
provincial Minicipat SARM recognized SRR
. Enforcement would allow that.
QUVEThETE s Officers (SAMEO! fIEnesca
coniioion o and S sk(atchew;n calE OES Thank’s 0
cost shared health asxal funding to MAIP in SARM's efforts,
capital projects Polytechnic 2016-17 to allow municipalities will
Increased from partnered to more internships to retaln 75 per cent
65 to 80 per cent. ,Ueate alevell take place. SARM of revenues from
Local contributions e Uatone D also agreed to tickets written by
remain at 20 per ;’at tzc:)c:l;p;c:n;n revisit the issue of CS0s.
cent. Y00 D additional funding
PEviied fongiog in future years if
assistance to assist e
with the creation remgir(\)sgin hiah
of the course’s S g
curriculum. .

DID YOU KNOW?

SARM had more than 60 WINS in 2016,
benefitting rural municipalities and

SARM
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communites across Saskatchewan. Bt
of Rural Municipalities




SARM WINS Report SARM
Saskatchewan Farm Security Act

» |ssue: In 2015, the Government of Saskatchewan
consulted about pension funds and other large
iInstitutions purchasing SK farmland. SARM’s position
Is that SK farmland should be for individuals and
families who want to live in rural SK and farm.

» Result: Amendments fo The Saskafchewan Farm
Security Act were effective on January 4, 2016. The
amendments tightened rules around farmland
ownership in SK, banning institutional investors,
such as pension funds, from buying farmland in SK.
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Level 1 Investigator Course - SaskPolytech

® [ssue: Municipal enforcement officers require
training and education to effectively carry out
their duties.

®» Result: The Saskatchewan Association of
Municipal Enforcement Officers (SAMEO) and
Sask Polytech partnered to create a Level 1
iInvestigator course, which first fook place in May
2016. SARM provided funding assistance to assist
with the creation of the course’s curriculum.
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Multi-Material Recycling Program

» |ssue: Recycling programs are needed in ruradl
Saskatchewan, but they are expensive to operate and
require a consistent stream of recyclable waste.

» Result: The MMRP launched on January 1, 2016. It is a
cost-sharing program between businesses and
municipalities to help pay for the collection and
recycling of household packaging and paper materials.
This includes household printed paper, newspaper,
cardboard, plastic, metal and glass packaging material.
Businesses that distribute or sell packaging and paper
products in SK are required under The Household
Packaging and Paper Stewardship Regulations 1o
parficipate in the MMRP.
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Environmental Code Development Committee

®» |ssue: The Ministry of Environment is creating
environmental codes to manage different areas of
environmental policy and regulation.

» Result: SARM’s staff and board have been invited 1o
participate in the discussions and provide feedback
before the environmental code is finalized.
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Wild Boar

» |ssue: Wild boars are a nuisance to ag producers as they destroy
crops and damage property. Members have passed a number
of resolutions on this issue.

= Result: The Ministry of Environment amended legislation and
regulations to allow for hunting of wild boar without a license.
Normal safety and gun regulations still apply.

Emergency Flood Damage Reduction Program (EFDRP)

» |ssue: Flooding damages agricultural land and municipal
infrastructure and is cost intensive.

= Result: The EFDRP was granted for 2016. The program provides
cost-sharing assistance for flood protection measures.
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» Comprehensive policy
manual template shared
with members in 2013

Rural Municipality of Apple Hill No. 987

®» |[nfended as 2017 Policy Manual
customizable tfemplate
for RMs to utilize

» Updated Spring 2017




Upcoming: MHI Aggregate Survey

» MHI| Survey — KPMG
» Pyrpose
» Benefits fo RMs

» SARM Engagement

» Confidenftiality
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Upcoming: NEB Landowner Guide

= The National Energy Board recently produced @
Landowner Guide to help landowners navigate a number
of questions when they hear a pipeline is planned nearby,
including:

= Where will the pipeline be?
= Wil it be safe?

» What kind of pipeline will it be<¢

= How will the pipeline affect mee

= How do | get involved in the planning processe
= What are my rights and responsibilities?

= Will | be compensatede
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Rural Crime Watch

Rural Crime Waitch Do’s Rural Crime Watch Don’t's

Keep track of suspicious Do not take enforcement action
behaviour

Make notes + write everything Do not carry weapons

down

Contact the police Do not keep information to

yourself, the sooner someone else

Share information with group knows the better
members

\



Rural Crime Watch

= Order directly through
ATS Traffic

=2’ x 2’ for $40
»12” x 12" for $26.97




Contact Us:

» WWW.SArm.cqg

» Shelley Kilbride/Kelsay Reimer - 306-761-3729
®» Ben Chursinoff - 306-761-3740

» Libbey Morin - 306-761-3742
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