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Legislative Authority: 

The Heritage Property Act, 1980

Impact Assessment and Mitigation (s.63)

▪ An archaeological impact assessment may be required for
development or works likely to damage heritage property;

▪ The cost of the assessment by a qualified archaeologist is a 
developer responsibility; 

▪ Developments include municipal works such as road 
construction, water and sewer projects, gravel extraction, etc. 



Archaeological Heritage in Saskatchewan 

• Currently over 24,500 archaeological sites are on the Provincial 
Archaeological Site Inventory, including First Nations, Metis, Fur 
Trade and Settler sites;

• First Nations sites are up to 13,000 years old;

• Some sites are visible on the ground surface and some have 
deposits that are deeply buried (to 4m or more);

• Approximately 300 archaeological sites are discovered and 
recorded each year, mostly through the land development review 
and approval process; these are found especially along creeks, 
rivers, lakes and sloughs and on undisturbed native prairie, forest, 
and sand dunes.
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1. Heritage sensitivity mapping was initially developed in Saskatchewan to provide a screening tool for 
oil and gas developments, to help developers identify which oil and gas projects needed to be 
referred to the HCB for heritage resource review and which did not need any further heritage 
review or assessment. 

2. This screening capability was welcomed by the oil and gas industry as it eliminated the need to 
refer all developments to the HCB, thus reducing unnecessary paperwork, cost uncertainty and 
generally speeding up the process of heritage resource reviews, as the HCB could focus on 
reviewing proposals in areas of sensitivity. 

3. Over time, heritage screening has been applied to other types of development and heritage 
sensitivity mapping was also extended over the southern half of the province, not just the oil and 
gas producing areas.

4. Identification of heritage sensitivity is based on two things: (1) the known presence of 
archaeological sites; (2) the potential of a location to contain undisturbed archaeological sites. 
Locations that have known archaeological sites are sensitive. Locations that do not have any known 
archaeological sites (and have not been searched for archaeological sites in the past by 
archaeologists), but have a high or moderate potential to contain undisturbed archaeological sites, 
are considered sensitive. All other locations are not considered sensitive, including disturbed land, 
land surveyed by archaeologists and found to not contain archaeological sites, and land that has a 
low potential to contain undisturbed archaeological sites.

Heritage Screening, Sensitivity, Reviews and Assessment 



5. If a location is identified as sensitive, the proposed development is referred to the HCB for a 
detailed review. This is where an archaeologist at the HCB does a desktop review of the proposed 
development to decide if a Heritage Resources Impact Assessment (HRIA) is required. Major 
considerations include the development footprint and location, and the results of previous 
archaeological work in the area. In many cases an HRIA is not required and the development can 
proceed with no further heritage review or assessment. 

6. The Developers’ Online Screening Tool is a free, web-accessible database of quarter-sections that 
have been reviewed for archaeological heritage sensitivity. This Tool and instructions for its use 
are available on the HCB website: http://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/parks-recreation-
heritage-and-arts/heritage/developers-online-heritage-screening-tool

7. Recently, an Exempt Activities Checklist for Private Landowners was developed by the HCB, in 
conjunction with guidance from SARM, to advise landowners that if they are applying to an RM 
for an approval to undertake private, small scale activities that constitute improvements to, or 
maintenance of, their private property, these activities are exempt from heritage screening. This 
checklist is also available on the HCB website. The purpose of the Exempt Activities Checklist for 
Private Landowners is to avoid landowners unnecessarily going through the heritage review 
process and to provide a guide for RMs to understand which applications should be subject to 
heritage screening (and which should not).

Heritage Screening, Sensitivity, Reviews and Assessment, cont.

http://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/parks-recreation-heritage-and-arts/heritage/developers-online-heritage-screening-tool
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This presentation is for information and 
discussion purposes only. It is not intended 
for publication, reproduction or any form of 
distribution without permission in advance 

from the Heritage Conservation Branch.
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